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a 5 Fe FOR Quality in Gov more 
* Amiable in itſelf, or more Comfort- 


able in its Conſideration to Human 
Nature, than the Attribute of Mercy: 
1 bo there is nothing the Scripture 
„ ' + ſeems more Emphatically to impreſs 
3 ec us a * Belief and a right Apprehenſion of, 
chan this; It repreſents God as delighting an 
"| glorying intliis Character, That He is Merciful 
and Gracious, Long-ſuffering, and abundant in 
GBoodneſs and Truth keeping Mercy for Thows - 
5 22 forgiving loiquiry, Tranſgreſſion and Sith, 
Gp proclaimed' before «Foſe; at Mount Sh, 
Wed. xxxiv. 6. Aud che more to make us ſenſibie 
pf this, it condeſcends to ſpeak tò us in the moſt 
* iliar Way, raiſing Ideas of GOD Merey in 
7 by Things that we are moſt intifmately-ac- 
- - quainted with; comparing the Actions and 
4 ſition of God to thoſe. of a tender and a Com 
125 paſſionate Father oward his Children: This i: is ve. 
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55 Parable of the Prodigal Son, Luke xv. And 
here by the Pſalmiſt in the Text, es. a Farber piti- | 
eth yo ee do wo; Hors: pics them that f ear / - 


of b * 
/ 


'F RO M with Words my Defgn i is to pen of 


the Mercy of Go p, not in General, as it relates 
to all his Creatures (for bis Mercy is over all bis - 


Works) but as it particularly relates to Penitent 


Sinners, who are here deſcribed under the Chara- 


Ker of them that 5 him. In ee this 1 ſhall 


I. Give ſome en Inſtances of Gov's s ſignal 2 


Pity and Mercy toward Penitent Sinners. 


II. Obdiate and anſwer Adio Diffidalties, uhich | 
: 3 7 make Penitent Sinners think they want 
8 OD s Mercy, whey they fal 2225 5 


m. App h the Diſcourſe i n 2 bana * 
m;,4 Reflections. eat Ao 118 5 mt \ 5 


i 1 N Sago the firſt Paint, 1 0G not Wes 0 ; 
inſiſt, either Firſt upon GOD ſending his Son to 


die for Mankind; though it was a moſt ſingular 


Act ot Gps Mercy, recommending his Love to- 


Wards us, us, in that whilſt we were yet N CHRIST 


died for us; Nor Secendly, upon Gop's ſending bis 

Holy Spirit, to Call and Prevent us with his A AR: ing 
Grace: Becauſe both theſe are Acts of Mercy: an- 
tecedent to our Repentance, and offered to Sin- 
ners in Order to make them Penitent, and turn 
them unto Gop, before they have any Power or 


WII to turn chemſelres. But — Acts of Pity 
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8 nitent ; Sinners, when they firſt begin to Repent, 
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_ - and are actually on their Way to GO D. And theſe 
are Three. 1. That He takes notice of the firſft 
E ſſays and Beginnings of Goodneſs in them, and 
bears with their Weakneſs, till they arrive to 
| Strength and a Perfect Reformation. z. That He 2 
| * Helps and aſſiſts them all along in their: Progreſs. +. Y 
De + That. He crowns their Endeavours by a kind 


| Reception, and complete Pardon of all their Of- 
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ginnings of Goodneſs in them, and bears with I 
their Weakneſs, till they arrive to Strength and a 
Perfect Reformation. A Father does not expect 1 
the ſame Manly Service from his Children, WHilſt 
they are Children, as he may require of them 
when they are arrived to the ſtate of Perfect Men: 
Nor does he exact the ſame meaſure. of Activity, 
Labour, or Sagacity from thoſe of a weaker Frame, 
p9r meaner Parts and Abilities, as he does from thoſe 
- | © _ * whomhe knows to be of a more bright and lively 
©... Genius, or a more Robuſt and Athletick Conſti- 
i _ tution. So in like manner jt is with Gop in his 1 
„Dealings with Penitent Sinners: He does not ex- * 
'l ped at their firſt Converſion to find in them im- 1 
mediately all the pleaſing Graces and Perfections = 
of Nature and full grown Chriſtians. There is a 1 
Weakneſs and Dulneſs, and Prejudices, and a Lite 1 
tleneſs of Faith, which for ſome time he is will-: 'J 
ing to bear in them, as, CHRIST did in his own. 
Diſciples. So long as they are hearty and ſincere, 
Ne does not exact more than they are able to of- = 
fer him: Only He requires their Prayers, and En- | 
| Favours after more Su that they may go on 
CC AT 0 
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given equal Meaſures and Portions of his Grace to 


all alike: Some have more Tic and Leiſure, better 
Opportunities, leſs Encumbrances, Quicker Un _ 
derſtandings, and more Faithful Memories than 


others; ſome have an happier Education, and are 
fied to conſult the Oracles of Go» them 


ſelves; whilſt others, for the little Inſtruction 


* get, are forced to be beholden to the Chari- 
'of others. He does not therefore exact the 


me Meaſuces of Performance from all alike, but | 


only requires Men to be ſincere to what tl 


know, and what they are able: 77 whomſoever | 


much 1 given, of bim much ſhall be required; but to 


whom little is given, of him little ſhall be requirtd + To 


Only He expats an Honeſt and Induſtrious Mind, 
to do what Men are able, according to the Pro- 


portion of Grace that He affords them ; And then 


the Widows Mites are as acceptable an Offering, as 
the Abundance of others; and in all other Caſes, 
if there be firſt a Willing Mind, it is accepted ac 
cording to that a Man hath, and not according 
to that he hath not. For Go b is pleaſed with 
the firſt Appearances of real Goodneſs in his Chil- 
_ dren, and not only accepts them, but helps and 
encourages them to go on to Perfection. The 
bruiſed Reed he will not break, the ſinoa king Flax he will” 
vor quench, till be ſends forth Judgment unto Victory. 
Which brings me to the Second Act of GOD 
Mercy toward Repenting Sinners, which is, 


2. THAT He not only bears with cheir Weak- 
nel Wt * and * all along in their 


- Progrels, 
\ 


= He ey; Lon alſo, that He has not als u 
Creatures of the ſame Size and Abilities, nor 
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* 


Mlrethods of his Grace; inviting, nay drawing them 
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ME 


for good to them that love Go D. By thefe and 
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fe& Reformation. This He does by the various 


to himſelf, by the Powerful, though many Times 
inviſible and undiſcernable Operations of his Hol7 
Spirit. Which Spirit illuminates their Underſtand- 
ing by degrees, and leads them into all neceſſar7 
Truth; He takes off the hardneſs of their Hearts, 
and corrects the frowardneſs of their Wills; He re- 


 gulates all their Affections, and fixes them to their 


right and proper Objects; giving a new Turn and 
Biaſs to all their Inclinations, till they come to a. 
perfect Conformity to the Will of Gp; He opens 
their Hearts, and ſtill makes them more and more 
attentive to the Word of Go; by the Promiſes 
whereof He fortifies them againſt Terror and De- 
ſpair, and makes all the ſeeming Difficulties of Re- 


ligion wear off, by adding new Strength, Succour, 


and Courage to their firſt Endeavours, and keeping 
their Minds warm in Devotion, and fix'd and intent 


upon the Buſineſs of another World. This good 


Spirit omits no Opportunities of doing them good, 


but takes all the moſt proper and ſeaſonable Oc- 


caſions to inſpire good Thoughts into them. Even 


2 Thouſand feeming Accidents of their Lives be- 


come Providential Calls and Admonitions to them, 
whilſt the Spirit makes every Thing work together - 


ſuch like Means (ſtrengthening, not deſtroying, 


our Natural Faculties) a Man who before was 


Weak, nay, Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, is not on- 
ly quickned and ſet at Liberty, but able to ſay with 
the great Apoſtle, I can do all Things through Chriſt 


tbat ſtrengthneth me. This is the Second Act of 


GODS Mercy toward Repenting Sinners, That He 
helps and aſſiſts them all along in their Progreſs, 
e 5 8 I +, N 5 Ong. oF pop till 
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Thirdly, He crowns their Endeavours by a kind 
Reception into Peace and Favour, and. a .compleat  \ 
Pardon-of all their Offences. Whenever a Sinner. 
returns again to him from his evil Ways, he im- 
mediately lays aſide his Wrath, cancels his former 
Diſpleaſure, blots out the Sinner's Ingratitude, for- 
gets his Offences, and remembers his Sins no more. 
He retains no ſecret Grudge, or thoughrs of R. 
venge againſt him; never expoſtulates the Mat- 
ter with him more about his former Life, chides 
not, upbraids him not with his by-paſt Follies, 
but paſſes an Act of Oblivion upon all his Offen- 
ces, and readily. receives him into Favour. © If the 
Wicked will turn from all his Sins that he hath © . 
committed, and keep all my Statutes, and doo 
<* that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurel7ß 
** live, he ſhall not die. All his Tranſgreſſions 
cc ig Ta . - | 8 
that he hath committed, ſhall not be mention d 
„ unto him: In his Righteouſneſs that he hatn . 
© done he ſhall live, is God's general Promiſe 5 
to all repenting Sinners, Exel. xviii. 21, 22. And f 
Fer. xxxi. 34. 1 will forgive their Iniquity, and 1 will 
er Ss 8 


IN which Places we are to take notice of the 
greatneſs and extenfivenels of Gop's Mercy, to- 
gether with the readineſs, and quickneſs of it; 
which are Qualifications, that moſt eminently re- 
commend it above any Thing that is ordinarily to 


be found in Humane Goodnels., : 


- 
- 


FOR GOD Pardons, readily, not only leſſer 
Faults, but thoſe of the greateſt Magnitude. Ho] 


9 9 VET DE "EN 
. . 9 pi r 
f q A — 459 8 er IG 5 3 1 9 * 
A 3 N . e 778 5 N 
att 
. . ; r 
. - — = * 
5 
4 


F 


. 
- 
1 


: 

5 
5 

- 

* 


ha x Pry — LF TI * 
2 z - R ä * R c 
- p _ 2 » l as Soy e ESE 2 r A 5 28 $1 I 
* 9 "> W 3 e 5 foo * 2 7 Ps : 
RR NE TER ag i Ks 7 * © C ; 9 . * * 
44 4 7 * x * Land n a 85 n 2 198 : 0 WEE 
90 3 d n » 5 0 * 2 * ; 2.” F * . 5 2 
* . W 1 0d „ 
* Ft PA 8 * * * 8 3. Te v- 25 
* 2 * ic : s 2 4 : * 9 * - = L © 
+ * 7 x * * * N 8 a : $3? by 8 
> * b y 5 wy 42 OY $ . 8 Fu a * ; 
w » * * 2 
* 4 1 1 y Ys. — F A. 4 
$27 [ 5 : |, Sar ö 
* 1 * a L 
b, * 5 12938 2 ; ; P * N 
* * 2 > ry 
5 7 : 13 
, 8 * 4 , 
, 0 * 4 * 4 
4 . XY = 
, * 83 Y . = : & 
#69 © times, * 11 


a * 7 c : 
15 * Ik | 
4 44 RE | 
oY £ * 5 
and Murder, 


_ * "Tngraritude: to Gop, and Forgetfalneſs ef His 
Mlercies towards him? And yet upon his true 
Repentance Go D readily pardoned him. He 
could no ſooner make an hearty Confeſſion of his 
Sins, but the Prophet in Gop's Name gave him a 
comfortable Abſolution: The Lok D hath put 
away thy Sin, thou ſhalt not die, 2 Sam xii. 12. 
But there was one Sin greater than all theſe of B. 


vid put together, which yet GOD pardoned; ane 
that was Murdering CHRIS T his oαCn Son, the 1 
Prince of Life and Glory. Upon which St. Auſtin — 

makes this Diſcourſe, to comfort the greateſt of "2" 
Sinners. Let no Man fay I have done ſuch ot = 
. ſuch a Thing, and I fear it will not be for- - 1 
ce given me. What haſt thou done? What great - mf 

ce Sin haſt thou committed? Tell me, ſome: mon- 7 

e ſtrous, grievous, horrible Grime, which thou . 

cc art afraid to think of. Let it be what it will: 
« Haſt thou killed CRRIS H? There can be no 
_ ©. Fact worſe than that, becauſe” there is nothing 
F better than CHRIST. How great a wicked 
& neſs is it to Murder CHRIST But the Jeu 
, did Murder him, yet many of them afterwards 
ce repented and believed, and drank his Blood; 

J, „and the Sin which they had committed was 

| „ forgiven them. 7 | 5 


I HIS Diſcourſe is founded upon St. Peter's ; 
Sermon to the Fews, which We read of A&c ii. 22. 5 
Where he firſt lays before them, the greatneſs of 
their Crime: Ye Men of Iſrael; hear theſe Words ; i 
Feſus of Nazareth, a Man approved of God among "= 
„„ } 855 TT, Jon f 
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Aug. de Symbolo. Lib. 1. cap. 7. Tom. 9. p. 294. 
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5b, CMvaclerand Wonderey and Sight, hich Got : 
di by bim in the midſt of you; as n yonrſelves allo 
bt Snow: Him being delivtredby the determinate Condſtl = 
= wnd, Pire-knowledge of God, ge baus taken, and ty 
1  *wvicked Hand: have cruriſ d and fain. What then? 
MM Muſt they for ever deſpair of Pardon for. this? No: 
But repent, ſays he, and be baptized twery one of you 
in the Name of Feſus Chrift for the 'Remiſſion of Sim, 
and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the. Holy Ghoſt, ver. 38. 
And then it follows, (V. 41.) That they:who gladly |. 
OO auceived has Word, wert baptized : And; the ſame Day 
- there are added unto them about Three Thouſand Souls. 
In the next Chapter he Diſcourſed much after the 
ſame manner, and wich the like good. Effect. Te 
deny d the Holy One, aud the Fuſt, and defired 4 Mur- 
uerer to be granted unto-you,. and killed the, Prinice 7 
Life, whom God bath raiſed from the Deall, Acts itil. 
4. yet he does not diſcourage them from ſeeking 
Pardon, but gives them aſſurance of obtaining it, 
if they would take the proper Methods to 2 5 
it: Which was, Repent and be Converted, that your 
Sins may be blotted out, when the Times of Refreſhint 
| fhall come from the Preſence of the Lord. And ſo 3 5 
I 


Was: For many of them which beard tbe Word, believed 
_ the Number of the Men was about Five Tegan, 


THESE were ſignal Inſtances of Gop's Mer- 
cy, in Pardoning the Murderers of his owh Son, 

left upon Record for our Inſtruction and Comfort; 
that no one might deſpair of God's Mercy, whoſe 

Sins are not greater than that of Murdering 
r ar ae ome: 
St. Paul ſays, he himſelf obtained Mercy for the 

Tame Reaſon, that he might be an encouraging 
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BUT it will be ſaid, 1 3 
mitted : before Baptiſm, which! much the 
Caſe: For there is no >o69nd Ba x 
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ben of 60 afreſh, - and put bin, to. an open 
hame. To which T anſwer, That this does — 
at all alter the Cafe: For t though the Sins of David, _ 
and the Fews, and St. Paul were committed before 0 
Baptiſm. yer they were not before Circumeiſion, 
which was the fame ching to them, as Bapciſin 1 . 
_ unto us, an Entrance into the Covenant of 
©D, and the Viſible Sea of it. So that as G 
A of # Method of Expiarion after OCireumek. 
ion, ſo he does. now. after Baptiſm, chob8iiBap- 
ciſm be now» no more to be repeated. over — — . 
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| 3 | x <A reſpaſs Me Soon n 3. Por greater and more 
1 heinous Sins he 


| moan Crimes, which deſerve Excommunication 
from the Body of CyrisT; or elle private Re- 


dcipline and Cenſures of the Church. So that be- 
Eo ſide Baptiſm we have a double Method of obtaining 
3 Pardon of Sins, according to their different Qua- 
4 ty and Greatneſs. Which Pardon is Confirmed | 
and Sealed to us in the Holy Communion, as it 
were by a viſible Demonſtration, which gives us, 
as by a Deed of Conveyance, the Body and __ 
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29 Aug. de Symbolo ad-Catechumenos, Lib. I, cap. * Tom, 
9. p. 294. Propter omnia peccata. Baptiſmus inventus eſt ; 


> propter levia, fine quibus eſſe non poſſumus, Oratio inven- 
1 ta. Quid habet Oratio? Dimitte nobis Debita noſtra, ſicut 
Se nos dimittimus Debitoribus noſtris. Semel abluimur Bap- 
tiſmate, quotidie abluimur Qratione. Sed nolite illa com- 
mittere, pro quibus neceſſe eſt ut, Chriſti corpore ſeparemi- 
ni; quod abſit & vobis. IIli enim quos videtis agere Pceni- 
tentlam, Scelera commiſerunt, aut Adulteria, aut aliqua 
Fata immania; inde agunt Penitentiam. Nam ſi levia/pec- 
cata ipſorum eſſent, adhec Quotidiana Oratio delenda fuf, 
ſiceret. Ergo tribus modis dimittuntur -peccata in Eccleſia, 
in Baptiſmate, in Oratione, in Humilitate majore (al mejo :- 
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which are many Times 2 Natural effects 


r, Secondly in Providential N BEER: he 


| — Wiſe Reaſons, and their own Good 
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Man as ſoon as he was bend, would return to 
his old Courſe again. It is rather Mercy. there- 
fore to let the natural Effects of of his" ee, 
* kim, even after Pardon. 
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them Funde As it was in the Caſe of St. Pal. 1 
Who was 2 Choſen Veſſel, and a articular Favo- 1 
dies of Heaven; yet G eb | 
CY Kith with a Thorn in che Fleſh,” a 


We 'of te Revelations that were ven hin ' Þ 
For this he beſeught the LORD thrice, chat it 
1 part from Him: But tie O receivid this 1 
hat G oÞ's. Grace ſhauld be ſufcient +Y 
for Him, chat God's Strength fhould be perfected © 
= Weakngls: Wir Which Anſwer he was fa © 
U, and" made nö further Complaints; as f 
Sp was wanting te him in his Mercy; But; 
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ner, not Expreflions of Cops Anger, but his 

- Infinite Wiſdom and Kindneſs to to Him q to ah⁰˙fnn —— 
his Patience to all the World, and give We „„ 
a ſurpiizin Victory over Satan, as made even bs 

_ Adverſa nimſelf imagine, there r 5 
more in ne Nature; aſſiſted by Grace, than 1 
before Was prehenſive of. 80 chat when 5 = 

op ſents Providential Afffictions upon Penitenrn 
Siuners, they are not always Soourges, but ſome- | 2 == 
times HEINE! try cheir tl "or to "re 23 I 
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pb: 8 es Hack © js 1 08 if their Prayers for Re: © 
N ra of them are at laſt heard, as Fob's was; the) 


may rejoyce and be thankful, 'If 1eY are 
St. Paul's was, they may be patient el t and 


? a3, yce in their Infirmities with the great Apg- I 


file, char eee of N nes We 
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are not pardon d, becauſe they are frequently | | 


under Fears and Apprehenſions of Gos 6 Apger 5 


and Diſpleaſure recurring upon them. | 
this be for any new wilfull Sins __ gf Sad 


Pardon, they have Reaſon enough indeed to fear; 
becauſe of that Saying of our SAviouR, The 
art made Whole; %. Vn no more, leſt a worſe Thing tome 


unte thee. But if it be only for the Remembrance 
of former Sins, which are already. pardon'd, ſuch 


Fears are no Indications. of their being out o 


God's Favour, but Tokens of his Mercy, who 
ſuffers ſuch Fears to regur upon them, to make 


their Repentance Commenſurate with their Liv! 
and by the Abhorrence of by-paſs'd Sing, to keep 
them from future Falling. That it is ſo, is — 


dent from the Caſe of Dawid, who. 3 his Sin, 
was pardon d by the Mouth of the 125 and 


he was infallibly aſſur'd of it, yet he lay under : 
great Agonies and Conflicts of Soul u * 1 Re- 


membrance of his great Tranſgreſſions. Hear 
one or two of his Expreſſions and labors 


upon this Occaſion, Pſal. xxxviii. 2. Thy Arrows 


Pick faſt in me, and thy Hand preſſeth me ſore: 


There 1 no Soundneſs in my Fleſh ner op f thy An- 
ger, neither us there any Reſt in my Bones 
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my Sin. For my Iniquities are gone over my 
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I am troubled, Tam bowed down greatly : Igo mourn- 
ing all the Day long. For my Loins are filed withs © 
 loathſome Diſeaſe, and there i no Soundneſs in 2 | 
I am fable fore broken : I have roared for the 
' Diſquietmeſs of my Heart. So again, Pſal. Ixxvii. 2. 
y Sore ran in the Night, and conſfell not; my hr: _— 
| ee to be comforted. I remember d GOD, and AN 
was 4A N 1 complain d, and my Spirit was erer | 
 whelwd. Thou holdeſt my Eyet waking, I am ſo 
troabled that I cannot Ji IX Will the LORD caſt 
_ off. for ever? and will He be no more entreated? 3 
| bis Mercy clean gone for ever? And doth bis Promiſe © 
fail for J e Hath G OD forgotten. to be Gra-. 
ciows? Hath He in Anger hut up bu Tender-Mercies? 
At laſt, he recollects, and checks himſelf for theſe , 3 
| Complaines ; 'T ſaid, This 5 my 'own Infirmity : But - 1 
T will remember the Years of the Right Hand of the I 
Moſt High. I will call to mind what Gop be- 
fore has done for me, and then there will be no 
; OT nor Reaſon for ſuch Complaints as chen, 


4 BUT Some are afraid their Sins are are not 
e becauſe they find in themſelves ſtill che 
emainders of Sin; and Grace is not ſo/power» 
ful in them, as to conquer all manner of Sin 
wWhatſoever. Now, if this be meant of Willful, 

| Reigning, Groſs, Habitual Sins, they have Rea- 
ſon indeed to fear: For then their Repentance is 
nor - ſincere, whilſt they knowingly cheriſh any 

one Reigning Vice in their Souls; For he that 
keepeth the whole Law, and yet offendeth in one 

Point, is guilty of all. He that ſaid, Do not com- 

mit Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do not Kill : Now if 

thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou Kill, thou 
vr become a Tranſgreſſi 2 of the Law ; and ſo 


"ag" 5 
A ö my 1 
< | 
* * ö 
* 8 , by 4 
2 E q 
* TW, . 
* 36 ID. A 
' DN OT ILL 
Y: AS Ty 
+ | N PN * 
; 5 * — TY- » 
4 q * $0: tan ly 


FE 


Sins of Ignorance; Inadvertenc), ſudden Sur: 
ze, and Humane e comiich, al "irs are : 
Et againſt which th #f Daily. | 
hot wholly conquer; the are -Confilte; 
State of Grace and Favour: Becauſe Fog 8 5 In 
beſt of Men are ſtill liable to chem. In many 
| Things we offend all: And in this Senſe, thete is 
- no Mun 2 and ſinneth not. But Gon ig bis 
EN: Maren ba th ptovided a Remedy for theſe, which 
* 8 qur" Daily Prayers: Forgive u. ny paſſes, a 
we forgive them that treſpaſs ageinſ. us. If it wers 


1 * no Man could be ſavd ; there being no 
CRH RI T alone, that ever iy 


— Wn Echele. So that if Gop ſhould: be extreme 


j to mark what is done amiſs, no Man could abide 
| itz If He ſhould ſtrictly enter into Judgment with 
. us ; for theſe Things, no Man living could be juſti- 
WE fied in his Sight. For this is only the Perfection 


Men made Perfect. Whillt we are in this Body 
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| J. dpf Angels, 400 the Privilege of the Spirits of . Juſt 
| if 5 gf Fleſh, there will be thoſe ings and Imper- 


ſor of his Law. Bur if it be meant any of leſſer - b 


otherdiſe, our Condition were very ee 5 


are in Ks. GoD has left them in us to ear 


[213 9 © our Care and Vigilance, and to keep us 
_ le and depending upon bis Grace, and co 
wh quicken our Addreſſes to Him for more and more 
318 Strength to overcome them. Therefore we ought 
to W Reh and Strive: indeed againſt them as much 
as We can, and pray, That bas Vill may be done in 
Earth as it 4 done in Heaven. But, if after all our 
Prayers and Endeavours, we cannot wholly free our- 

ſelves from them, we are: not to Deſpond, becauſe 
Ve are r in the Condition of all Mankind, a 
+ Srok oug 
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feckion, is well as f 1 others, and to aſpire 4 3 
the Place that will fer ys at Liberty from them 
But we muſt not expect to be Angels before our rtr 
Time; bur whilſt we are in this Vale of Mi 4 _— 
be content. to bear theſe as part of our Afflictionss 
which nothing but Death, or rather a Victory _ 8 ., 
cover Death and Mortality, will wholly conquer. #9 
In "the mean "Time, we have Aſſurance, that 
Go will not impute them to us to our e 
demnation, but pity us, and pardon us u 8 1 
our conſtant Prayers and daily Repentance.. * ; | 
in this Senſe it is, that St. Aufin (*) calls theſe © 
Venial Sins: not becauſe” any Sin is not + ',. = 
in its own Nature, but becauſe they are ſuch as _ 
God will not impute to his Servants, that 5 „ _ 
* Love Him, to their Condemnation. e 


4 5 BUT ſome Penitents are afraid chen Sins 
are not pardon d, becauſe they are ſtill liable £9 
Temptations, and troubled with black and 
Thoughts, darted into their Minds agsinſt.t 
Wills, by the power and ſubtilty of Satan. 1 
in this Caſe Two Thin nes are always diligently. to 
be enquir'd into, 1. Whether Temptations are of 
Mens own procuring, either by Idleneſs and want 
of ſome honeſt N or by putting 9 1 > 

ſelves in the way of Temptation, by e 42 Hor 
any unlawful Buſineſs or Diverſion ? A P rt 
ther a Man cheriſhes the 8 or . 5 1 
way and conſent to it? 12 either of theſ ſe be his 
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ger, or Teal, or Reſolution againſt it; while WW 

do not receive it with Pleaſure, nor give an " | 
Conſent, or Acceſs, or Encouragement to it; ſo 
Joo far We are ſecure : It is the Devil's Crime, nee 
ours: It may be our Affliction, but it is not ouut 
Sin. It may raiſe in us Horror and Aſtoniſhm ent. 
as any ſudden Surprize is apt to do; and it ma 
perhaps create us Anguiſh and Trouble, to think - 
how we are expos d to the Aſſaults of Satan, who  *% 
has Power to work upon our Imaginations, nde 

thereby diſturb our Fancies, and raiſe unaccount- 
able Thoughts in us: But ſo long as our Wills, over 
which he has no Power, yield no Conſent, tie 
moſt fiery of all his Darts, the ſubtileſt of all his 
Devices cannot hurt us. Whilſt we reſiſt the Devil. 
he muſt at laſt fly from us, and yield the Victor ñxĩi1 
And then we may rejoyce in the Conqueſt, chough 2. 
perhaps we could not in the very Engagement. 

For - no Chaſtening for the preſent ſeemeth to be 
Foyous, but Grievous : Nevertheleſs afterward it 
mieldeth the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs ' to 
them that are exerciſed thereby, Heb. xii. 11. In 
which Reſpect one Apoſtle bids us, Count it all Toy 

. when we fl into divers Temptations, knowing this, 
| That the Tryal of our Faith worketh Patience. Only 

let Patience have her perfect Work, (Jam. i. 2.) And 
then it will be Joy in the End, when we have baf- 
fled the Adverſary, and gained the Victory. And fays- 
another Apoſtle, e glory in Tribulations alſo; know- 
ing that Tribulation worketh Patience, and Patiente 
Experience, and Experience Hope, and Hope 'maketh ©. 
not aſhamed, becauſe the Love of God is fred abroad in 
our Hearts by the Holy Ghoſt that is given us, Rom. v. 3. 
Wie do but love Go p the more in ſuch Caſes, tile 
more we are tempted OY deſert or 1 N 
FVV 22 —1˙ 
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BR and Watch, invigorates our Faith, and inflames 
= - .quengy, and greater Ardenoy to the Throne of 
E |  - Grace, to find Help. in Time of Need. So he 
very iemprations of Satan turn to our Advantage, 

| whilſt we reſiſt and repel them; and we are more 
than Conquerors over him, becauſe we Invert his 
+ wicked Deſigns, and turn thoſe Things to our 
= Health and Strength, which he deſignd ſhould be 
an Occaſion of Falling. Therefore we have Rea- 
=_ - ſonto ſuppoſe in ſuch Caſes, that Gop permits 
Satan to tempt us only for our Advantage: And it 
z not only a Demonſtration of his own Wiſdom 
x and Power, ſo to Countermine the Wiles of Satan, 
 —_ and draw Good out of Evil; but alſo an Argument 
pf his Mercy to us, to make our Graces more Il- 
3 luuſtrious, and our Victory more Glorious; whilſt 
He perfects his Strength in our Weakneſs, and 
makes us Triumph over all the Power of the Ene- 
N and the very Gates of Hell, which cannot pre- 


— 


* 


vail againſt us. 


I I SUPPOSE, now it appears plainly to every | 
one, that theſe Things are no Impeachments of 
ob's Mercy: Though he Firſt ſuffers Temporal 
Calamities, and Death among theſe, as the Natu- 
nal effects of Sin, to befall the Penitent Sinners 
after Pardon; though he ſometimes Secondly ſends 
_  Provadential Afflictions on them; though Thirdly 
Hlͤeͤee visits them ſometimes with Fears and Trem- 
1 blings upon the Remembrance of their By- paſt 
Lins; though Fourthly He leaves them ſtill under 
the Remains and Struglings of Humane Infirmity, 
Au leſſer Failings and Corruptions; though Fifthl7 
He permits them to be liable to Temptations, and 
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times Temporal Afflictions upon Men 


Lo a 5 - Wille 
the power and ſubtilty of Satan; 5 yet forall this 


7 bis chu, hath 75 bn en tht EE, 


* Him. 


a CanNoT cloſe chis Diſcourls without LE CM 


ling theſe few Moral Reflections on it, * ks 
1 Hictence from What has been ſaid. 


12 5 TuAr the Senſe of Gop's Markt "I 1 


 doning the greateſt of Sinners, ſhould encourage 


all, others to return to Him, in the Sincerity of 
their Hearts, with Hopes of Mercy. There can 
be no Sin greater than that of murdering CR AIST, 
and yet GoD was pleas'd: to pardon it, forthe 


1 of others, who ſhould repent in 


future Ages. Tkere can be no Service leſs chan 
that of the Widow's two Mites, and yet Gon was 
pleas d to accept it, becauſe it proceeded from a 
| bez Mind, and was anſwerable to the Ability 
which God had given her, who never requires of 
any 1 more 5 8 92 ür e 1 to 2 


has. ET 


7 Us 


8. 11 K E F of Gow? 8 nk ning fo 2 x 
er He 
pardons. their, Sin, ſhould teach us to entertain 


right and honourable Thoughts of Gop's: AY if : 
not to repine at his Hand or Dealings with us in 
any other Reſpect, if He grants us the Remiſſion 


our Sins; but to be patient and content under any 
other Afflictions, when we are aſſur d they are not 


Arguments of his Wrath, but rather Indications of 45 


his Goodneſs and Mercy, who knows what is moſt 


| 9 for us; as ane told the Iraclives; IT bw” 
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Wy n 2 Sense of Gov's: Mercy in NGC 


36 e Sins, ſhould raiſe in us the higheſt Affections 
dk Love and Gratitude to Him again. For what. 
2 Raviſhment is it fora deſponding, poor afflicted 
Saoscul to be deliver'd from the Fears of Hell, and to, 
3 hear'Canrrsm ſay, as it were, To Day rhou ſhalt © 
t —— be with me in Paradiſe | What Thanks can any Man | 
—_— render to Gon for ſuch a Bleſſing, leſs than the 


tence of his whole Life? What Zeal: can be 


but a Rea 2 Service to Him, *who hath Re- 


deem'd both from Hell. Let all thoſe ebe . 
who have the Senſe of Gop's Favour in the Pardon 


to great in ſerving ſuch a MasTER! If we offer ; 
our Bodies and Souls a living Sacrifice to Gon, and 
ſerve and glorify Him in both continually, it is. : 


of their Sins, be as ſenſible of their own Obligati- bf . 


| _ to glorify Him both in Body and Soul conti- 


„that they may ſhew forth the Praiſes of : | 


Him Who hath calbd hee our t of. Were into 


Bi mne Fisdie. 5 


| 4.2 Lofty, T HE Confderttion of Gov's My? i 
an 


ty to us, ſhould teach us, in every Inſtance 
of it, 10 imitate his bleſsd Example; o put on 


der- hearted, forgiving one another, even as God. 


for CHRNIST's Sake hath forgiven, us: To pity 
thoſe who know not their own Miſery, nor have 
any Power or Will to help themſelves: To . 


Compaſſion on the Ignorant, and them that are 


out of the Way: To bear wich their Beto 
and even their Prejtidices, and Dulneſs, and Ob- 
Es 18 bo as Fog 1 188 * with ours; 
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7 Bowels of Mercy, to be kind one to another, Ten- 
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POTEN ing thole that oppoſe, theraſelves, - 
it Go p peradventure may give them Repentance to 
he Acknowledgment, of the Truth. Here every - » 
Man is allow'd to have his Share in the Chriſtian 


Prieſthood, de Ci and Convert, and Save asmas. * Al 


2 


I 


my as he can, by his P rivate Inſtructions, and pub- i 
lick Example; that h the E 


forth the Praiſes of Him that hach call'd him out k 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. None are bet. 
' terqualify'd for this Office, than they who have 
| fignally. experimented. G 0%. Mercy themſelves. 
They muſt needs be the beſt Monitors to.ochers,” 8 
© Who have felt the Miſery and Slavery of Sin in theis -- 
don Hearts, and know the Happineſs of Pardon 
and Deliverance ' in their own Perſons, It was 
ttzexrefore our Saviour's Admonation to St. Peter, u- 
on the View of bis Falling and Riſing again, When  . Þ 


. mas fs 
* 7 £ 


thou art converted, ſtrengtben thy Brethren, And there 
are infinite Reaſons to engage Penitent Convert ² 
to this. Firſt, Compaſſion to Humane Nature, to 
relieve Men from that Thraldom, which they them 
ſelyes were once engag'd in. Then again, Gratitude 
0 Gop, to promote his Glory; which is chief, 
done by the Converſion of Sinners, whilſt oulrt 
Light ſo ſhines before Men, that they may ſee ujt 
good Works, and glorify our FATRHER Which is in 
Heaven. Which is a/Zeal that ought to be inn 
very true Convert, and commonly is in thoſe wu 
have been themſelves great and eminent Sinners. 
For they to whom God forgives: much, common- i 
ly love Him the more, -and-labour- more abundane- =» 
ly in His Service, as St, Paul did, in Conſideration + - .' ** 
that he had obtained Mercy of Gob, who hae 
been once the greateſt of Sinners. Add to this, the 


Honour of the Ofhce aud Employment, han 
< . which nothing can be more. Glorious: For it m 1 kes ” "I 3 
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